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Mrs. Cleveland
Johnson, Sr.
Passes Away

Willie Mae “Dear” Johnson

ST. PETERSBURG - Willie
Mae “Dear” Johnson (Dec. 1,
1918 - July 5, 2011) was born in
Hawthorne, FL. A cherished St.
Petersburg icon, she has been
called “Dear” by everyone who
knows her. “There’s got to be a
reason,” American Red Cross’s
Donna Penn Towns, Ph.D., wrote
in a 2007 tribute. “At 89 years of
age, Dear Johnson, stands tall and
erect, a beautiful, AfricanAmerican woman who exudes
warmth, love and intelligence.
Only a few moments in her
presence makes it all so clear what
her life has stood for … love,
integrity and giving … giving her
all to her six children, to the
kindergarten children she taught at
Immaculate Conception School
for 37 years, to her St. Petersburg

community and to the American
National Red Cross, one of Dear’s
passions in life since 1947.”
Surviving family includes
two sons: Ronald Johnson and
Karey Johnson: three daughters:
Sylvia Taylor (James Taylor),
Eileen Boozy and Irene Pridgen;
six grandchildren: Deneen
Crawford, John Crawford,
Stephen Crawford, Karey
Johnson, Jr., Jonathan Boozy and
Kerza Johnson and a host of great
grands and adopted children. Dear
was proceeded in death by her
beloved husband, Cleveland
Johnson, Sr., one daughter, Sandra
A. Crawford, and one stepson, Cleveland Johnson, Jr.
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continued on pg. 4

CAP Implements Project
To Enhance The Skills Of
Elementary School Students

TAR P ON S P R INGS –
Citizens Alliance for Progress,
Inc. (CAP), the organization
that operates the Union
Academy Family Center, has
begun preparing K-8 grade
students, to focus on improving
reading, writing, phonetic and
vocabulary skills.
Colleges and employers are
very concerned about the basic
skills of graduating high school
students. Both sectors have
in cu rred ad d i t i o n al co s t s
through retention classes and
training to bring new
students/workers up to par.
“The best time to enhance skills
and proactively address shortcomings is during the elementary education stage,” said
Dav i d Arch i e, ex ecu t i v e
director. “We are committed to
helping to instill the basics in
our children and will implement
t h i s p ro g ram y ear ro u n d .
Currently, there are over sixtynine students enrolled to participate in the Dictionary Project
from Monday through Friday,
3:30 - 5:30 p.m.”
The basis of the Dictionary
Project is to provide each child,
grades three and up, with their
own dictionary. Each child has
to learn the definition of age
appropriate vocabulary words.
After mastering those words,
they receive a dictionary and
certificate. According to the
Program Director, Carmen
Wilson, “The overall objective
is to enhance reading, writing,
s t u d y s k i l l s , u s e o f p ro p er
grammar, increase vocabulary,

Citizens Alliance for Progress, Inc. (CAP), the organization that operates the
Union Academy Family Center, has begun preparing K-8 grade students,
to focus on improving reading, writing, phonetic and vocabulary skills.

retention of information and
completion of tasks in a timely
manner. “We felt the students
would appreciate the dictionary
more, if they had to [work] for
it.”
“The goal for K-1 is to
improve their reading, writing,
phonetic skills and increase
their vocabulary; as well as concentrate on rhythm finding and
wor d b u i l d i n g s k i l l s , s a i d
Literacy Specialist, Robert
Ellis. Study groups are broken

down into smaller groups of
four students each. Each group
is provided with a talking dictionary, which is an electronic
pad that assists with creating
appropriate word lists, paragraphs, sentences, and letters,
with clear and concise userfriendly definitions.”
Students in grades 2 – 8
will also utilize talking dictionaries, encyclopedias and the
Thesaurus to assist with using
everyday words appropriately in

documents, increase their
vocabulary and word building
skills. To supplement the course
work, Parents/Guardians will be
requested to work with the
students/children at home.
To register K-8 children or
obtain more information on
specific meeting times, contact
CAP at 727-934-5881, X13.
For more information on CAP
or its services review website at:
w w w. c i t i z e n s a l l i a n c e f o r progress.org.
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BY KHANA RILEY
CHALLENGER STAFF
WRITER
ST. PETERSBURG - In an
effort to enhance the readiness of
youth in the Tampa Bay Area,
Concerned Organization for
Quality Education for Black
Students Inc, (COQEBS) Student
Readiness Committee and the
Juvenile Welfare Board (JWB),
hosted an event Saturday, July 9,
to educate families on the importance of Baby Talk. Their Back to
School Readiness Program took
place at the Enoch Davis Center
where families were encouraged
to attend and bring their little ones.
Committee member Dr.
James P. McHale of USFSP and
Delquanda Turner helped bring to
light this event. The purpose of the
workshop came out of the concern
of the number of black boys that

graduate from high school in
Pinellas County. This partnership
decided to concentrate their
efforts on the opposite end,
preparing children for school so
that down the road, there are less
obstacles. Dr. McHale spoke on
how essential the interactions
between children, ages birth - 3,
and families can be. He drove
home the fact that regardless of
whether or not families think
they’re children are attentive, they
are!
HIPPY (Home Instruction for
Parents of Pre-school Youngsters)
was another organization that was
in attendance. They’re an organization that “educates families in
home instruction and they want to
empower parents of pre-school
children to get involved in their
child’s education before they’re in
school”, says Maisy Barnette,
Hippy Staff. “Hippy is also instru-

mental in giving parents confidence and the tools they need to
be their children’s teacher,”,
Barnette continues.
This particular Baby Talk
Workshop is the start of a mini
series, with their launch workshop

being in February. This workshop
focused on how important it is for
families to communicate with
their birth - 3 year old, and here

COQEBS
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Weekly Challenger Newspaper
We Value Diversity. We Value Education. We Value History.
• A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages —
be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
• To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
• To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real
foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
• To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
• The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the
reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

OPINION
Miss Dot Was
More Than A Neighbor
BY GEORGE E. CURRY
NNPA COLUMNIST
When I was very young, we
moved from a three-room wooden
shack at 2715-15th Street in
Tuscaloosa, Alabama to McKenzie Court, a public
housing development for African-Americans. We
moved to 5-D, next door to Mrs. Dorothy Corder
Smith, whom we called Miss Dot. When I speak
around the country, sometimes I say we were so
poor that my mother couldn’t afford to have
children – the lady next door had me.
Miss Dot, the lady next door, didn’t need any
more children – she had 13 of her own. But that
didn’t stop her from adopting every kid in
McKenzie Court, including me. We all considered
her our second mother and she made you feel that
her house was your house. Her house was one of
the few that had a television and telephone at that
time. I practically lived there, showing up unannounced every day to watch my favorite cowboy,
Benny Carle and the Circle 6 Ranch that was
broadcast from Birmingham. It didn’t hurt that
Benny Carle came on around dinner time.
Like Mama, Miss Dot was an excellent cook.
She never ran out of food and she made no distinction between her 13 kids and the rest of us. And
neither did her children, who remain among my
closest friends. Lu, Jean, Junior, Bettye Ann and
their siblings loved my mother with the same
passion that Charlotte, Chris, Sue and I had for Miss
Dot. We were and always will be one big family.
Miss Dot died recently at the age of 82. I flew
from Washington, D.C. to Atlanta, picked up Mama
in Augusta, Ga., and drove her to Miss Dot’s funeral
in Tuscaloosa. As we waited to fall in line behind
the family as they assembled to file into First
African Baptist Church, Bettye Ann motioned for us
to walk ahead of her and most of the family. When I
said we would be fine getting in line behind the
others, she flashed one of those Miss Dot looks and
said, “You and Aunt Martha better get in line.”
As kids, Miss Dot’s older kids and I bossed
Bettye Ann around. She said it was now her turn to
be the boss. So Mama and I did as we were instructed. When we read the program, we saw that Mama
was listed among Miss Dot’s survivors. We were
surprised, but shouldn’t have been. At a time they
had lost their mother, they were still being so
respectful of Mama. In fact, as we prepared to head

back to Augusta, Lu told Mama, “You know, you’re
all we got now.”
Lu, we also have a life full of wonderful
memories. Miss Dot was special and she made
everyone who came in contact with her feel special.
Although I ate more than my share of food at her
house, watched her new TV and talked on her partyline telephone, there was another side of her that’s
not fully appreciated.
Miss Dot was at the forefront of the civil rights
movement in Tuscaloosa, during the early 1960s.
Not only did she cook at her church for Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., Andy Young, Ralph Abernathy and
Dick Gregory, she let her children – including me –
participate in the protests. At a time that many men
I had respected up to that point were unwilling to
participate in civil rights protests, Miss Dot did not
blink. Her daughters got tear-gassed and arrested.
Because I saw the courage of Miss Dot up close,
I felt nothing but repulsion when I read a story on
Condoleezza Rice in which she boasted that her
father, a minister and college professor, “embraced
[the Civil Rights Movement’s] goals, but not its
means.” She added, “He saw no reason to put his
children at risk. He would never put his own
children at risk.”
Of course, that has to be every parent’s choice.
But if every parent felt that way, we’d still be riding
in the back of the bus and honoring “white” and
“colored” signs that dishonored us. Miss Dot, like
many poor people of that era, kicked down the
doors of segregation, only to see the uninvolved
middle-class children be the first in line to reap the
benefits of their sacrifice. Although you will never
see people like Miss Dot listed in the history books,
they were the backbone of the modern Civil Rights
Movement. They made it possible for us to have
opportunities that they could only dream of. For
that, I will be eternally grateful.
During one of our regular telephone conversations, Miss Dot said she had met someone who
questioned whether she knew me. “He asked me,
‘Do you really know George Curry,” Miss Dot
recounted. “I told him, ‘Boy, I knew George Curry
before George Curry was George Curry.” We both
had a long, loud laugh about that exchange. Yes,
Miss Dot knew me before I knew myself. And
whatever I have accomplished, it was largely
because I was loved, nurtured and encouraged – and
my three sisters would say spoiled – by Mama and
Miss Dot, my other Mama.

Letter to the Editor
NAACP And Others Urge
FCC To Approve AT&T’s
Acquisition Of T-Mobile USA
A coalition of advocacy
groups, including the NAACP,
Black Leadership Forum,
Southern Christian Leadership
Conference, and the National
Council of Negro Women
among others, encouraged the
Federal Communications
Commission to approve
AT&T’s acquisition of TMobile USA, saying the merger
was in the best interests of
millions of African Americans.
The coalition told the FCC
that the AT&T/T-Mobile deal
will bring wireless Internet
access to areas now lacking
broadband, will save users
money and will create new jobs
nationwide.
“The merger of AT&T with
T-Mobile USA stands to bring
some much-needed relief to the
African-American community
by helping to close the digital
divide and increasing access to
vital services in urban and rural
communities,” wrote Hilary
Shelton, senior vice president
for advocacy for the NAACP, in
a letter to FCC Chairman Julius
Genachowski.
The coalition pointed out
that although AfricanAm e r i c a n s a r e l e a d e r s i n
adopting wireless Internet
access, they often must contend
with poor service.
“Despite their high wireless
adoption rate,” the coalition
members told the FCC
chairman, “African-American
wireless Internet users frequently contend with substandard and
inconsistent access that plagues
many urban and rural areas.”
T h e AT & T / T- M o b i l e
merger can bring significant

improvements, according to the
coalition, because “if the TMobile purchase is approved,
AT&T has made commitments
to substantially increase
broadband access to underserved areas and invest billions
in infrastructure upgrades.”
The AT&T investment will
provide upgrades to service, the
coalition’s letter said, and “will
lead to shovel-ready opportunities that put the unemployed
back to work.”
The coalition also pointed
out that AT&T has a demonstrated commitment to diversity
in its hiring and in its selection
of suppliers. “Minority-owned
firms make up 20 percent of the
company’s suppliers,” the
coalition said, “and nearly 40
percent of AT&T’s employees
are people of color.”
Joining Shelton of the
NAACP in the letter were:
- Representative Barbara
Ballard, President, National
Black Caucus of State
Legislators
- Senator Sharon Weston
Broome, President, National
Organization of Black Elected
Legislative Women
- Va n e s s a W i l l i a m s ,
Executive Director, National
Conference of Black Mayors
- Commissioner Arlanda
Williams, President, National
Association of Black County
Officials
- Danny Bakewell,
Chairman, National Newspaper
Publishers Association
- Melanie Campbell,
President & CEO, National
Coalition on Black Civic
Participation

- Dr. John Boyd, President,
Na t i o n a l B l a c k F a r m e r s
Association
- D r. Va l e r i e W h i t e ,
Chairwoman, Black College
Communication Association
- To m m y D o r t c h ,
Chairman, National Black
College Alumni Hall of Fame.
- Ricardo Byrd, President,
National Association of
Neighborhoods
- Albert E. Dotson Jr.,
Chairman, 100 Black Men of
America
- Dr. Avis Jones-DeWeever,
Executive Director, National
Council of Negro Women
- Gary Flowers, CEO,
Black Leadership Forum
- Susan Taylor, Founder &
President, National Cares
Mentoring Movement
- Jesse Lee, Executive
Director, National Organization
of Black Law Enforcement
Executives
- D r. H o w a r d C r e e c y,
President, Southern Christian
Leadership Conference
AT&T is one of the oldest of
American communications
companies, and T-Mobile USA
is a subsidiary of Deutsche
Telekom, a German telecommunications giant. In March,
AT&T offered to acquire TMobile USA for $39 billion in
cash and stocks.
If approved by the Federal
Communications Commission,
the deal will create the largest
provider of wireless service in
the nation, with a combined 130
million subscribers.
Respectfully,
Danny J. Bakewell, Sr.
Chairman

Childs Park YMCA
Hosting Spelling Bee
S T. P E T E R S B U R G Childs Park YMCA is
committed to education even
during the summer. You are
invited to support, volunteer
or invite a child to participate
in a Spelling Bee held at the
Childs Park Y, Thursday,
July 21 from 5-6:30 p.m. The

Childs Park Y, in collaboration with the St. Petersburg
Library System, invites all
youth who have completed
grades 1-6 to join the competition. There are 3 levels:
Level 1 is for grades 1 and 2;
level 2 is for grades 3 and 4;
and level 3 is for grades 5

and 6. Pick up your registration form and word list at the
Childs Park YMCA office.
Pre-registration is required.
Support the activity and
support the children. Hurry
in today to register. The Y is
located at 691 43rd St. S., St.
Petersburg.

DIMMITT
CADILLAC

2010 Saab 9.5

2010 Convertible
Saab up to $15,000.00

off or 0% for 72 months.
See dealer for details.

Call Mike Hughes

Purchase at 0%
for 72 months

or up to $10,000.00 off
at 727-450-7446

Dimmitt Cadillac • 25191 U.S. Hwy. 19 • Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Good Things Ahead For Imagine
School At St. Petersburg
BY KHANARILEY
CHALLENGER STAFF WRITER
ST.PETERSBURG - A school
formerly labeled as a double F
kicked their efforts into high gear
and earned a D. While a D might not
seem like much to gloat about, it
shows that things are headed in the
right direction. A school predicated
on choice seems to have made the
right choice and looks ahead to
make more improvements. Terrance
Tomplin, enrollment coordinator
and senior staff since the inception of
Imagine School at St. Petersburg,
comments, “We have made a larger
tangible difference than what grades
would show.”
Imagine School is known for
valuing hands-on learning, where
students are actively engaged in the
daily activities and choices of the
day. The learning environment is
one where the students’feel that they
have a vested interest in what they’re
learning. They also provide a cooperative learning environment where
students have a voice, participate
with others, and learn how to be
citizens in a global society.
This year was a time for unsettling pressure with the presence of 2

F’s looming, but the atmosphere at
Imagine School was of high spirits
and a loving community. Lasting
memories were made as the future
of Imagine School was uncertain.
Regardless however of the negative,
retention rates are high and students
and families still see the value and
the promise in Imagine School.
With the leadership and
guidance of Principal Prince, the
school is headed in the right
direction. “The concept has always
been solid, but we just needed the
right guidance to put us in the right
direction,” says Tomplin. Prince is
known to be an even-keeled leader
who sets high expectations for
herself, staff and students. In turn,
she expects the students to set high
expectations. She is the first one to
arrive and the last one to leave, and
emanates caring for each student and
the desire to see them succeed.
With the new school year
approaching, there are many good
things for the students and staff of
Imagine School to look forward to
doing. A 3rd grade Book Club
named “I can see Paris in Midtown”
created in memory of the young girl
Paris Hamilton who was killed,
seeks to encourage reading among

By Cherin L. Stover

IRS Releases EITC Guidelines
For Tax Year 2011
Principal Angela Prince

3rd grade girls. An increase in sports
teams is on the horizon, giving
students physical activity but also a
lesson in competition and camaraderie. The young men also have
the program Imagine Men. This
program was designed around the
concept of preparing our young boys
to see themselves as men. They’re
mentored and provided with skills
and strategies to guide them on the
way of becoming individuals with
values and good character.
With the dedication and commitment of the Imagine Schools
Team, the faculty hopes to forego a
C and earn a B. The belief is strong
that it will happen. This school can
show you that anything you can
imagine can be possible.

The Celebrating Truth Tour
With Dick Gregory
ST. PETERSBURG - The
Studio@620 announces a special
event fundraiser, Saturday, July
23, at 8 p.m., with iconic comedian
and social justice activist Dick
Gregory. His social satire paved
the way for future African-

Americans comedians and his
activism included struggles for
civil rights, economic reform, antidrugs issues, anti-war efforts,
political campaigns and more.
The evening will include a
performance and speech from

Wealth
Building

Gregory followed by question and
answer session.
Seating is limited. For additional information and tickets
contact 727-895-6620. The
special event sponsor is State
Representative Darryl Rouson.

If you’re like millions of Americans, you
work hard but you don’t earn a high income
and want to keep more of what you earn. The
EITC (Earned Income Tax Credit) is a credit
for people who earn low-to-moderate incomes.
EITC can reduce your taxes and can mean a
refund. Working families and individuals keep
more of what they earn.
The IRS (Internal Revenue Service)
recently announced the EITC threshold
amount for Tax Year 2011.
Earned income and adjusted gross income
(AGI) must each be less than:
$43,998 ($49,078 married filing jointly)
with three or more qualifying children
$40,964 ($46,044 married filing jointly)
with two qualifying children
$36,052 ($41,132 married filing jointly)
with one qualifying child
$13,660 ($18,740 married filing jointly)
with no qualifying children
The maximum EITC for 2011:
$5,751 with three or more qualifying
children
$5,112 with two qualifying children
$3,094 with one qualifying child
$464 with no qualifying children
The amounts are a slight increase over last
year’s. Additionally, the credit will again
include additional money for a third qualifying
child as it did for the two previous years as part

JOHNSON

continued from front page
Dear was chairman of the first
class of Gray Ladies at Mercy
Hospital, reputedly the first such
group of Gray Ladies anywhere in
the South. They also had a Gray
Lady volunteer service unit at the
Happy Workers Kindergarten
School with twice-a-week visits
directing games, working in the
nursery and telling bible stories to
the children—also, a first. Sylvia
Taylor, Dear’s oldest living
daughter, now an attorney-at-law,
recalls how when she was 6 and 7
years old, her mother took her to
the hospital with her on Sunday
afternoons and she and one of the
doctors’ daughters would take the
visitors to the patients’rooms.
One story that Dear Johnson
told exemplified the human
service that the Gray Ladies
provided: “When I would go by
this woman’s room door I would
speak to her and she would say,
“Dear, would you call my son and
tell him to come and see me? I
haven’t seen him in a long time.”
And I said, “All right, Baby, I’ll
call him.’ So, when visiting hours
were over, I told her, ’I’m going by
your son’s house now and tell him,
hear?’Her name was Goldie... So I
go by to see him and tell him to go
see his mother and I say, ‘If you
don’t,’and I would point my finger

COQEBS

continued from front page
are three main points given by
Dr. McHale. 1.) Name and Label
things during conversation.
Whenever possible direct the
child to place the cup on the table.
2.) Floor time or Tummy Time.
Floor time was developed by
Stanley Greenspan, but hold the
value in the child being the center
of attention and them leading the
exploration and activity, not the
adults. 3.) Read, Read, Read! He
also delivered startling statistics
that made his point even more
pertinent. Dr. McHale says,
“Studies have shown that
children who live in poor families

of the American Recovery and Reinvestment
Act.
According to the IRS, each year millions
of eligible workers do not claim their credits,
missing out on millions of dollars they have
earned. The Wealth Building Coalition and its
partners are working to spread the word so that
more low-and moderate-income working
families take advantage of opportunities they
simply cannot afford to pass up.
For Filing Year 2012, the VITA (Volunteer
Income Tax Assistance) program will help tax
payers keep all their money through free tax
preparation by IRS-certified preparers at
locations throughout Pinellas County. This free
service will be available for those with
household income of $50,000 or less.
The Wealth Building Coalition of Pinellas
County (WBC) is supported by the Juvenile
Welfare Board (JWB) Children’s Services
Council of Pinellas County and The Weekly
Challenger. The mission of the Wealth Building
Coalition of Pinellas County (WBC) is to
promote and expand economic and assetbuilding opportunities for low-and moderateincome households throughout Pinellas
County. WBC promotes awareness of the EITC
and other tax credits, provides free tax preparation assistance and supports linkages to
essential asset-building programs, including
financial education workshops.

at him, I’ll come back to see you.”
And he said “All right, Dear, I’ll go
to see her.” And when I went back
to see her, she said, “Oh he came
by to see me. I tell these other
ladies to tell him to come by to see
me, he doesn’t come, but when
you go by, he comes.”
Peter Cleary wrote for Points
South, a 2004 Summer Fellowship
story that highlights Dear’s
dedication to instilling self-worth
in the children of Immaculate
Conception School — a school
started, and described by St. Paul’s
Catholic Church records as being
in the “Negro Ghetto” of St.
Petersburg. In the 1950’s, Johnson
and Sister Elizabeth Anne, a
teacher at the school, would pile
the students into a station wagon
and take them to restaurants that
had policies of not allowing blacks
in their dining rooms. The nun
would call ahead to let the
manager know she was bringing a
group of kids. The managers
would always welcome the nun
and her flock on the phone,
assuming the kids were white.
When the group would arrive,
there was often confusion. But
Johnson would not demean herself
or her students by entering through
a back door. So she and Sister
Elizabeth Anne marched the
children in, sat them down and
ordered them lunch, despite the
resistance.

And Dear’s children loved her
tremendously. “They can’t get
enough of me,” she said to the
journalist.” She lived with Irene,
“but the others call me every day.
They can’t do enough for me.”
Each year since Dear’s 80th
birthday, her grandson, Jonathan
Boozy, paid tribute to her by
singing the gospel song Stand.
“When you’ve done all that you
can (Grandma), stand.”
How fitting a song for a
woman who has stood for the
noble, worthwhile and good
throughout life. Her son, Karey,
said, “she was adopted and mistreated as a child, but she created
her own world of love.”
She found daily inspiration in
Ghandi’s quote, “If we are to find
peace in the world, we shall have
to begin with the children.”
Dear was the oldest surviving
Gibbs HS alumna, a school where
Dear’s daughter, Eileen, teaches
and coached girls varsity basketball for many years. Dear was a
38-year member of the Catholic
Daughters of America, Court St.
Ann #1645.
The name “ Dear” was started
by her first child, Sandra, and her
son, Ronald, continued it, but it is a
lasting tribute to the place she
holds in the hearts of many. In lieu
of flowers, make donations to the
American National Red Cross.

have a vocabulary of 500, where
as children who live in a middle
class family have a vocabulary of
12,000 by age four.” The reaction
of disbelief echoed throughout
the room but was the perfect
aspect of reality, to show just how
important parental and familial
communication is.
A family who attended the
workshop commented, “Well our
son is 6th months, and it’s always
good to get new information on
how to be better parents. We
really took away the importance
in 1-1 Floor time, without the cell
phone or the TV. We’re also
excited to read to him more on a
daily basis” says Tanisha Foster.
COQEBS Student Readiness

Committee and JWB plans to
continue their series of miniworkshops with future sessions
s l a t e d f o r A u g u s t 2 0 11 .
COQEBS committee members
are Priscilla McFadden, Dr.
James McHale, Nikki Gaskin,
Kania Brown, Yvonne Clayton,
A r t h u r e n e Wi l l i a m s a n d
Delquanda Turner.
HIPPY staff members are
Tonja Walden, Constance Shaw,
Selena Potts, Maisy Barnett and
Hellen Ramirez.
For more information,
contact Concerned Organization
for Quality Education for Black
Students’ Student Readiness
Committee or the Juvenile
Welfare Board.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Tampa Bay
Chapter Of NAASC
Host 2011
Spel-BOUND For
Spelman College
TAMPA - The women of
the Tampa Bay Chapter of
the National Association of
Alumnae of Spelman
Co l l e ge ( N A A SC ) are
hosting 2011 Spel-BOUND.
This event is recruiting and
b ri n ging together high
school graduates who are
interested in or will attend
Spelman College in the fall,
b u t als o honor those
f re shmen who will be
attending Spelman College.
“We are very delighted
w i t h the r ecent me dia
c o v e r a g e o f o u r 2 0 11
Commencement Service
with First Lady Michelle
Obama as our guest
speaker,” said Anna Ivery
Beauford, local president.
S p e l man continue s the

legacy that promotes leaders hip, e xc elle n ce, t o p
scholars in Science, Math
and Engineering with world
recognition. Mrs. Obama
represented the outstanding
characteristics of our graduating class of 2011 and sent
a message to all graduates to
lead the world.
T h e Ta m p a B a y
Alumnae Chapter of
Spelman College invites the
community, colleagues, and
friend of Spelman College
to join us Sunday, July 17 at
the West Tampa Public
Library, 2312 West Union
Street at 3 p.m.
For more information
contact Anna Ivery Beauford at
Ivery.Beauford@ gmail.com.

PLEASE
SUPPORT OUR
ADVERTISERS

What Do You Give A
87-Year-Old Man?

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

ST. PETERSBURG - Audrey
Wallace, a student at Lakewood
High School, came up with this
solution: for his 87th birthday on
July 4th, she presented her
neighbor, Mordecai Walker, with
two white doves.
To the delight of friends and
relatives, both doves were released
during his party enchanting
everyone with their grace as they
circled in the blue sky above
Walker’s back yard.
Audrey, just 15-years-old, has
been raising doves since she was
11. She shelters and trains over
thirty birds, “Each with a name and
a distinct personality,” she says.
Snowflake and Capian, the two
doves released at this celebration,
are the two from her flock who are
most reliably trained to return at the
sound of her whistle. And they did
perform as promised, circling to
their homes in Audrey’s side yard.
This young woman’s early fascination with animals was nurtured
by the TV series Animal Planet. “I
watched that show all the time,
even if I’d seen the story over and

over,” Audrey says. She got to
know all the programs so well that
“if my friends had to leave before
the show was over, I could tell them
what was going to happen to each
of the animals – so they wouldn’t
worry.”
Following their twenty-two
year tradition of a 4th of July
parade, 35 guests from St.
Petersburg’s Driftwood neighborhood pot-lucked at Walker’s house
for his birthday party coordinated
by Wanda Stewart. For the fourth
year, Walker served as the parade’s
Grand Marshall. Waving from a
flag-draped red convertible blaring
patriotic music, he led the red,
white and blue procession of
bicycles, skateboards, a lawn
tractor, dogs and flag-wavers down
Driftwood’s tree lined streets.
When the parade reached its
destination, the patriotic music was
quieted, the chatter stopped and
neighbors reaffirmed their commitment to America with the Pledge of
Allegiance. This year that pledge
was sealed with Audrey’s two
white doves.

Saturdays, July 16, 23 & 30 - The league will be having
registration for football and cheerleading for boys and
girls age 5-15 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at 2567 11th Ave. S.
(Gibbs house at Wildwood). Practice begins Aug.1.
Wednesday, July 20 - Baby Bump Retreat, July 20-21.
Location: Childs Park YMCA, 691 43rd St. So. in St.
Petersburg. Price: Free! Learn to be a great parent at a
special 2 day event for unmarried pregnant moms and
d a d s . C o n t a c t : Yo u & M e . W E P ro g r a m o f F a m i l y
Resources, phone 866-600-6064 or email:
kschaufele@family-resources.org. Or visit
http://youandmewe.org/BabyBump.
Thursday, July 21 - QuickBooks Banking, Payments
and Invoices, from 6-8 p.m. at 440 2nd Ave. N., St.
Petersburg, FL 33701. Contact: City of St. Petersburg’s
Business Assistance Center, Ondria McDonald, 727893-7146, email: ondria.mcdonald@stpete.org, website:
stpete.org/bac.

Energy-Efficient Products Can Save
Money And Increase Home Value
ST. PETERSBURG – Energy
efficiency is one of the few investments that can help home owners
gain a return on their electric bill
and on the value of their home.
Progress Energy Florida suggests
customers consider replacing or
remodeling with energy-efficient
products to help improve the resale
value of the home and make it
stand out in a crowded marketplace.
“By participating in our comprehensive energy-efficiency
program, Progress Energy Florida
customers have saved more than
$1 billion in energy costs,” says
Kimberly Berghoefer manager of
residential energy-efficiency
programs for Progress Energy
Florida. “Marketing the energy
efficiency of homes is a winning
proposition for homeowners,
home buyers, and the environment.”
Wood and vinyl window

replacement ranks among the top
10 most valuable remodeling
proje cts in R em o d el i n g
Magazine’s Cost Versus Value
report. The Orlando metropolitan
area in particular is mentioned for
the high return on replacement
windows. The typical homeowner
recouped up to 82.9 percent of the
cost compared to the national
average of 71.6 percent. If you are
looking to make an investment in
your existing home that will help
boost your return on investment
(ROI), consider one of several
energy-efficient upgrades eligible
for cash rebates through Progress
Energy:
Heat pump replacement
- Earn a Progress Energy
rebate of up to $350 when you
upgrade to a high-efficiency heat
pump.
Air duct testing and repair
- If a duct test is recommended
during a no-cost Home Energy

Check, Progress Energy will pay
the first $30 of the typically $60
test and the first $150 in repair
costs.
Attic insulation and attic
sealing
- Progress Energy offers a
rebate of $75 or more to qualifying
customers who upgrade their attic
insulation to R-30 or greater.
Energy-efficient window
installation
- Install energy-efficient
windows and you could earn a
Progress Energy rebate of $1 per
square foot of window area, up to
$250.
Progress Energy has an
extensive list of home improvement rebates designed to assist
homeowners lower their energy
costs that can help improve their
homes resale value. For example,
to help make your existing
windows more energy efficient,
Progress Energy offers rebates

toward the installation of window
screens and window film.
Progress Energy Florida offers
a wide variety of energy-saving
information and rebates to help
customers with the cost of some
energy-saving home improvements. To participate, the first step
is to complete a no-cost Home
Energy Check, which can be
performed online, over the phone
or in person. During a Home
Energy Check, participating
customers receive an analysis of
the home’s energy use and a list of
customized, energy-saving recommendations from a highly trained
Energy Advisor. A Home Energy
Check also is the only way to
qualify for valuable Progress
Energy incentives toward energyefficient home improvements. To
sign up for a no-cost Home Energy
Check, visit progressenergy.com/save or call 1-877574-0340.

The following job is currently available:

• Administrative Specialist (#11604)
For information regarding the above, please go to

http://employment.usf.edu/applicants/Central?quickFind=56337
or visit the USFSP Human Resources Office at,
140 Seventh Avenue S., BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL.
USFSP is an EO/Equal Access Institution. Welcoming...Diverse...Inclusive

CLASSIFIED
BUY OR SELL YOUR HOUSE TODAY! Low/No Dwn we qual you!
Free list! 727-410-7870 bestrealestatestore.com
HELP WANTED AT THE WEEKLY CHALLENGER - Sales
Associates. Call the office at 727-896-2922 for more information

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO
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COMMUNITY NEWS
BPW/St. Petersburg-Pinellas
Honored At State Conference
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER
ST.
PETERSBURG
Members of Business and
Professional Women (BPW) of
St. Petersburg-Pinellas attended
the 91st BPW/FL State
Conference held in Hollywood
Beach, Florida on May 20-21.
Held at the Marriott Beach
Hotel, BPW chapters from all
over the state of Florida were in
attendance for this annual conference
which
included
workshops, an installation
banquet and the annual awards
luncheon. Founded in 1919,
BPW crosses generations, occupations and political parties.
The mission of the organization
is to achieve equity for all
women in the workplace
through advocacy, education
and information. The conference theme was “The Power of

Cynthia M. Jenkins,
President 2010-2011 Business
and Professional Women/
St. Petersburg-Pinellas and
Kelly Fason, Mrs. Corporate
America 2011.

Connecting.” State President,
Sue A. Banks, was the presiding
leader.
Cynthia
M.
Jenkins,
president
of
BPW/St.
Petersburg-Pinellas, received
eight awards on behalf of the
local organization. The awards
included the following: Local

Organization of the Year,
Leadership,
Comparative
Financial Statement, Sending an
Individual
Development
Representative
to
Fall
Conference,
Best
NonTraditional
Individual
Development Program, Barnie
Shuhi Award, Alice Paul Award,
and Hortense Wells Award. She
was
also
elected
State
Nominations Chair and a
member of the Board of
Directors of the BPW/FL
Education Foundation. With
the local chapter’s theme as
“Leadership equals passion,
principle, perseverance, and
presence,” Jenkins’ goal as
president was to increase membership, which she accomplished with 16 new members
joining the local chapter. For
further information about the
organization, go to www.bpwstpetepinellas.org.

IN MEMORIAM
God Love will never die
On Memory of

Elizabeth Aiknes-Henderson
You’re gone but you will never be forgotten.
Missing you always as you spend your third birthday
home with the Lord, see you when I get there.
From your husband, Mr. W.C. Henderson family
and friends. May God bless and keep you always,
we love you and are forever missing you God Bless.

WEATHERIZATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM
FREE * HOME * ENERGY * REPAIRS
The Pinellas County Urban League is offering Weatherization
Services to qualifying low income homeowners residing in
Pinellas County. Weatherization Services Can Lower Your
Monthly Home Electric Bill by 20 to 30 percent.
Installed Measures
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

Sealing around doors and Windows
Attic Insulation (R30)
Solar Window Screens or Film
Smart Thermostats
CFL Lighting
Seal and Insulate Duct System
Energy Star Refrigerator
Repair or Install New HVAC System
Replace Water Heater

Complete Diagnostic Testing of Home

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”

Source: Jazz Age Chicago

The Savoy Ballroom
Built as part of a large commercial real estate development
project, the Savoy Ballroom
(where the Lindy Hop dance was
invented) opened for business
November
23,
1927.
Throughout its existence, the
ballroom served the predominately African-American neighborhoods between 23rd and 63rd
Streets and helped anchor the
47th and South Parkway brightlight district, or what was
sometimes referred to as the
“Harlem of Chicago.” The
Savoy secured its reputation as
one of the city’s top night spots
by showcasing the nation’s
hottest jazz bands in a refined
setting that appealed to
upwardly
mobile
black
Chicagoans. With more than a
half-acre of dancing space, the
Savoy had a capacity of over
four thousand persons. The
ballroom’s name recalled the
enormously popular and highly
regarded dance palace of the
same name in New York’s
Harlem. Opening night featured
a gala ball that attracted
hundreds of community leaders,
theater
celebrities,
star
musicians, and their most ardent
followers.
In its review of the Savoy,
the Defender, Chicago’s leading
black newspaper, extolled the
modern features of the new
ballroom.
Such
modern
amenities lent an “atmosphere of
refinement” to the ballroom that
reflected the class pretensions of
upwardly
mobile
black
Chicagoans. The newspaper also
praised the Savoy management
for its fair hiring policies. At a
time when most of the city’s
ballrooms, theaters, and department stores excluded AfricanAmericans from positions

involving contact or interaction
with customers, the ballroom’s
managers drew no such color
line, albeit with the expectation
that most of the Savoy’s
customers would themselves be
black. “In operating this smart
ballroom,”
the
Defender
reported, “more than 150 will be
employed. Not only will all of
the help be race people, but
wherever it is possible for the
management to distribute money
by means of purchases it will be
among our people.”
The Savoy hosted a wide
variety of jazz bands and other
entertainers, some black, some
white, some from Chicago,
some making their Chicago
debut. But the majority of bands
to appear at the Savoy were
black, beginning with Charles
Elgar and Clarence Black’s
orchestras in 1927. Among the
black jazz greats that appeared at
the Savoy during the late 1920s
and
1930s
were
Louis
Armstrong and Dave Peyton.
Although most of the Savoy’s
patrons were black, growing
numbers of white Chicagoans
visited the Savoy to hear and
dance to the great jazz bands of
the day. The Savoy was the first
building ever in American to
open its doors fully integrated.
Frankie Manning, a main dancer
at the Savoy, described the integration as this, “and whether you
were black, green, yellow, or
what, if you walked in the
Savoy, the only thing we wanted
to know is can you dance? And if

you came in there, it wasn’t like
a white person walking in, and
everybody turn around and look
at them. You know. It was..., we
come in there, and we see....
“Hey, he can dance! Right! OK.”
The Savoy, however, was
more than just a ballroom. It
doubled as a community center
and spectator sports venue for
black Chicago. The South Side
Chamber of Commerce and the
board of directors of the blackowned Binga State Bank held
banquets there during the late
1920s. The ballroom hosted the
Defender benefit ball in 1928
and a celebration of black
achievement in 1931. Basketball
became a part of the Savoy’s
offerings in 1927, when the
management, looking to looking
to increase ballroom attendance,
began hosting semi-professional
basketball matches two nights a
week. To put together a team to
play as the home side, they
turned to local sports promoter
Abe Saperstein. Saperstein
selected five of the best black
basketball players from the
south side to play on the
ballroom’s team, which became
known as the “Savoy Big Five.”
After a short stint at the Savoy,
Saperstein took his team on the
road, where they played local
basketball teams in highly publicized matches. To drum up local
enthusiasm for the matches, he
dropped the “Savoy Big Five”
and renamed his team the
“Harlem Globetrotters.”
Unfortunately, The Savoy
Ballroom was demolished as
part of the city’s massive land
clearance and urban renewal
program in the early 1970s. For
more than two decades, the site
of the ballroom remained
vacant.

Income Cannot Exceed
Size of Family Unit
Max Income
1 . . . . . . . . . . . .$21,780.00
2 . . . . . . . . . . . .$29,420.00
3 . . . . . . . . . . . .$37,060.00
4 . . . . . . . . . . . .$44,700.00
5 . . . . . . . . . . . .$52,340.00
6 . . . . . . . . . . . .$67,620.00
Each additional member add: $7,640
2011 Poverty Income Guidelines
increased by 200%

This Program is Funded by the Department of Energy – ARRA Stimulus 2010

- - - Applications Are Available - - Visit the Pinellas County Urban League at 333-31st

C
OMPANION PLANS
Affordable Final Expense Life Insurance

Street North, St. Petersburg or call (727) 321-5149 to

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS

have an application sent to your address.

At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?

These Services Are Completely Free of Charge

Time is Running Out – Get Your Application

Today!!

Florida
Department of
Community
Affairs

COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to the
beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520
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ENTERTAINMENT
CoCo Brother Comes
To Praise 1590 WRXB
BY KHANA RILEY
CHALLENGER STAFF
WRITER

Bon Voyage Jazz Juvenocracy!
Last Sunday, I ventured down to the Irish
Rover Pub in Sarasota to say Bon Voyage to the
youthful but talented jazz group Jazz
Juvenocracy. It was both a happy and sad
occasion, so there were smiles and laughter;
however, every once in awhile you might catch
someone staring into space as if they had lost
their best friend. In fact, you just might say that
was the cause of the sad sack look. For the last
few months, I had been anticipating celebrating
with Jazz Juvenocracy their planned trip to
Europe, but only discovered on Sunday that the
Irish Rover Pub was closing down. It was the
last Sunday that they would be open at that
locale.
So, here we were attending what I had
thought was only going to be a celebration of a
European trip, but turning out to be also a
farewell to a place that was one of the center
places for jazz in Sarasota. Members of the band
were desperately fighting off unhappiness,
inasmuch as the band has been performing at the
Pub on every Sunday evening for the last three
years. Thus, they were being pulled from two
directions; happiness and sadness.
Last summer, Jazz Juvenocracy was invited
to perform in the most prestigious International
Jazz Festivals, and became the youngest jazz
combo ever to play in major jazz festivals in
Europe. Their European Tour included performa n ces at the Montre ux Jaz z F estiva l
(Switzerland), Umbria Jazz Festival (Italy),
Tuscany Jazz Festival (Italy), and the Jazz a
Vienne Festival (France). Each performance
garnered standing ovations, including requests
for encores. Jazz Juvenocracy has been invited
to perform again at the European Jazz Festivals
this summer.
I also had the opportunity to discuss the
European trip at length with the Manager of the
band, Lisa Risner. With a huge smile on her face,
she shared with me the fact that the band would
not only be performing at the jazz festivals, but
also performing at a well-known jazz club in
Paris, France, in addition to performing at a jazz
club in Amsterdam, Holland. What a wonderful

opportunity for these young and dedicated jazz
musicians.
The six members of the Sarasota based band
… “Jazz Juvenocracy” are youngster’s ages
15-years to 19-years. They’ve been performing
together for just about five years. They have
performed in St. Petersburg at the Palladium
Theater and at the Renaissance Vinoy Resort &
Golf Club. Their performances were wellreceived and I understand that they will be
returning to perform once they complete their
European adventure.
As usual, the band’s performance was
superb! They played tunes out of the songbooks
of Ellington, Miles, Trane, Gillespie, Monk, the
Jazz Messengers, and more. You couldn’t have
conjured up a more mixed bag of selections.
Their playing was loved by the audience and
each of the band members was given the opportunity to display his or her musical talent individually with solo performances.
They departed for Europe this past Thursday.
Unfortunately, not all of the parents are able to
join them in their unique adventure. I do know
that trumpet player Bit Risner’s mother Lisa
Risner (Manager) and drummer Billy Cassidy’s
mother Anne Marie Cassidy will be accompanying them, and they are as excited as the kids. At
the time of this writing, I was not sure about the
parents of alto saxophonist Stephen Burnett,
guitarist Nic “The Beast” Guerin, tenor saxophonist Alex Hernandez or bassist Reed Tucker.
Stay tuned to this column for the return of
Jazz Juvenocracy and read about their exploits.
Also, at that time, I’ll be able to include where
they will be appearing. Make sure you check
them out … it’ll be well worth your while.
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by
“Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit my
website at: rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at jazzjamm@aol.com. You may also mail your
letters to Rick Gee’s Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 MLKing St., S., St.
Petersburg, FL 33705.

ST. PETERSBURG - The
Tampa Bay community gets the
opportunity to welcome
esteemed radio host and personality, Cory Condrey to his new
home of Praise 1590 WRXB.
Condrey, known as CoCo
Brother, comes highly revered
from Atlanta, where he’s planted
most of his radio roots.
Born in Germany, he has
lived in Tennessee and Georgia.
CoCo Brother got his start
interning at radio station Hot
97.5 (currently Hot 107.9) in
1995. Although his job got cut
short in 1997 and he became
homeless, he remained steadfast
and determined. After a year of
being homeless, his perseverance landed him a job as a
program coordinator. He thrived
in his job but something still
called him for a greater position.
After joining a separate radio
show, he excelled in his performance and soared to #1.
Audiences were captivated

Cory Condrey

by his creativity, high-energy
and passionate personality. He
maintained the most listened to
time slots year after year on his
syndicated talk show. By 2001,
CoCo Brother was well known
and his reputation, style and
charisma continued to pave the
way. He continued to be a
respected radio personality
exclusively interviewing artists
such as: Ludacris, T.I., and
David Banner.
In 2005, CoCo Brother was
summoned to a different calling.
He announced that he would be

leaving the air and his successful
show. The next time the public
saw CoCo Brother, he emerged
back on the scene with the same
charisma but a different spirit.
His new show would be called
The Spirit of Hip Hop (SOHH).
With the show gaining more and
more success and followers,
SOHH gained listeners across
the country with a show heard in
Los Angeles, Detroit, Dallas,
Houston, Washington D.C.,
Baltimore, Cleveland, St. Louis,
Indianapolis, Philadelphia and
now, the Tampa Bay Area.
He is excited to be able to
witness and give his testimony
to his listeners weekly. He has a
command that is able to reach all
ages of listeners; and, as a
Kingdom Activist, he enjoys
spreading God’s Word. The
Tampa Bay Area now has the
opportunity to hear from this
man of God. CoCo Brother will
take the airwaves on Praise 1590
WRXB Gospel Radio from 7-11
p.m. following Bro. Michael
Walker. For more information
on CoCo Brother, visit
www.wrxb.us.

It is the only Back-To-School advertising supplement
targeted to African-Americans! This Special Edition will be published
Thursday, August 11, 2011 in partnership with Pinellas County Schools.
It will feature valuable information every family needs.
Reserve your space by Thursday, August 4, 2011 by calling 727-896-2922
or emailing kriley@theweeklychallenger.com
Ad copy deadline Friday, August 5, 2011.

To view schedule
of events visit:
www.rickgeesjazzjamm.com
For additional information
call 727-866-1844 or
email jazzjamm@aol.com

The Weekly Challenger

RATE
REDUCTION

Home Delivery for $50 yearly
First Class Mail Subscription Cost: $80 yearly

SPECIAL!

Name: __________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip: __________________________________________________________________
Phone No:_______________________________________________________________________
Email Address: __________________________________________________________________
New Subscription ❏
Date: _______________

(or)

42 51 39
CA$H 3

532
830
271
DOG DAYS

Amount Paid: $__________________ Cash ❏

Check ❏

Comments: _____________________________________________________________________
Make Checks Payable to: The Weekly Challenger
Mail this form & payment to: The Weekly Challenger Office, 2500 M.L. King Jr. St. South, St. Petersburg, FL 33705
•

ALLGOSPEL, ALLTHETIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure,you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs,contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591

Renewal ❏

Email: publisher@theweeklychallenger.com

PRAISE 1590 AM WRXB

Phone: (727) 896-2922

•

Fax (727) 823-2568

4-8 1-3
3-2 6-4
8-7 5-6

Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com
Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
49ers Coach Says Kaepernick
Has Chance To Start

Colin Kaepernick

CARSON CITY, Nev. (AP) San Francisco 49ers coach Jim
Harbaugh says rookie quarterback
Colin Kaepernick will have a legitimate chance to start this season.
Harbaugh and the secondround pick out of Nevada spoke to
r e p o r ter s bef or e the coac h
addressed the annual Governor’s

Dinner in Carson City on Friday
night, the Nev ad a Ap p eal o f
Carson City reported.
Harbaugh said Kaepernick
would compete with Alex Smith
and other quarterbacks for the
starting job.
“All I want him to do is come
in and compete and just get better
each and every day,” the coach
said. “If he does that, that will
equal success for him. He’s got the
talent and the ability to be a starter
in this league. But that’s all up to
him.
“The best guy will play. The
guy who practices the best, the guy
who plays the best will play. There
won’t be any games, there won’t
be any politics. We’re going to

coaches from working with players
during the lockout.
“It’s tempting,” Kaepernick
said with a smile. “There are times
you just want to make sure you are
making all the right reads and
doing all the right things.
“But that’s where Alex has
been a great help. He’s answered
all my questions and I’m just
trying to learn as much as I can,”
he said.
Harbaugh said he’s looking
forward to working with the 23year-old from Turlock, Calif., once
the lockout ends.
“I can’t wait to start training
him,” the coach said. “As soon as
that lockout ends, we’ll start
working with him.”

throw the balls out there and let
those guys have at it,” he added.
Kaepernick, who led Nevada
to a 13-1 record and the No. 11
ranking last season, said he expects
to compete with Smith once the
NFL lockout ends.
“I’m just going to lay it all on
the line,” he said. “It’s up to coach
Harbaugh and his staff, but I’m
going to do all I can to get that
starting spot.”
Kaepernick, who has a 49ers
playbook, has recently worked out
wi t h S m i t h an d o t h er 4 9 e r
teammates at players-only
practices at San Jose State.
He said he has resisted the urge
to call Harbaugh and ask him
questions. An NFL rule prohibits

NFL Stumbling Blocks:
Free Agency, Rookie Wages
BY BARRY WILNER
NEW YORK (AP) - A rookie
wage scale and free agency for
veterans appear to be the biggest
stumbling blocks to ending the
NFL lockout.
Several people with
knowledge of the talks tell The
Associated Press that such key
issues as splitting total revenues
the major reason for the dispute the
salary cap, fewer offseason
workouts and the length of a new
collective bargaining agreement
are close to being completed.
The people spoke anonymously because details are supposed to
remain private.
Owners and players are to
meet again, beginning Tuesday,
after two days of long negotiations
last week. Lawyers from both
sides are to meet Monday.
The sticky topics include
limits on rookie salaries and
signing bonuses. Another is the
number of transition tags for free
agents, with right of first refusal.
With training camps scheduled
to open in less than two weeks for
some teams, time is growing short
to reach an agreement to end the
nearly four-month lockout without
a disruption to the preseason. With
court-appointed mediator Arthur
Boylan on vacation this week, the

two sides plan to negotiate in New
York, where last Friday talks were
slowed by differences over the
rookie wage scale and guidelines
for unrestricted free agents.
NFL owners have long sought
to restrict the huge bonuses and
salaries paid to unproven rookies,
particularly those selected high in
the dra ft. Qu art erb ack S am
Bradford, the 2010 top overall pick
by St. Louis, signed a six-year, $78
million contract that included a
record $50 million in guaranteed
money.
The NFLPA insists that money
diverted from the rookies go to
veteran players; some also would
go for retired players’ benefits. The
main disagreement right now is
how deep into the first round the
rookie wage scale would apply,
perhaps eight picks, perhaps twice
that many. Some owners also are
seeking longer contracts for
rookies.
In addition, the owners are
pushing for more restrictions in
free agency, which the players
“vehemently oppose,” one of the
people familiar with the negotiations said.
“Maybe for one year there
might be an extended right of first
refusal as a compromise,” the
person said.
Would either side hold up a

Lightning Sign RW
Ryan Shannon To
1-Year Contract
TAMPA (AP) - The Tampa
Bay Lightning have signed right
wing Ryan Shannon to a one-year
contract.
The deal with the free agent
was announced Thursday.
Shannon played in 79 games
with Ottawa last season with 11
goals and 16 assists, both career
highs.
U ndr af ted out of B oston
College, Shannon has 31 goals and

87 points in 260 career NHL
games
with
the
Senators,
Vancouver, and Anaheim.
Also, Tampa Bay signed minor
league left wing Alexandre Picard
to a one-year, two-way contract.
Picard had 24 goals and 46 points
with San Antonio of the AHL last
season. He was taken by
Columbus in the first round of the
2004 NHL Draft.

deal over that, especially with the
possibility of lost exhibition games
no longer remote? NFL revenues
would be reduced by upward of
$60 million for one weekend of
canceled preseason games. The
first full weekend of exhibition
play is Aug. 11-15; the Hall of
Fame game between the Chicago
Bears and St. Louis Rams is Aug. 7
in Canton, Ohio.
Who pays how much to a socalled “legacy fund” to help retired
players has become somewhat
c o n t en t i o u s . Ori g i n al l y, t h e
funding was to be 50-50 between
the owners and the players. There
has been no agreement yet on that
breakdown.
Whenever a deal is struck, it
will be anywhere from six to 10
years. It also will include mechanisms for ending the CBA early, as
happened with the 2006 agreement
that the owners opted out of in
2008, leading to no salary cap in
2010 and, ultimately, to the
lockout.
A t o p i c o n wh i ch t h ere
remains little disagreement is the
salary cap. Some owners are not
thrilled with a salary floor that
requires teams spend up to 90
percent of the cap in cash on
players’ salaries each year, but that
is not expected to be a significant
hurdle.

Players would receive around
48 percent of all league revenues,
which reached $9.3 billion last
year, and the owners have dropped
their demand for money off the top
before splitting income with the
players. There still will be some
stadium credits for teams that
recently financed new homes or
are planning to do so.
An 18-game regular season
still is favored by the owners, but
has been set aside for now.
Reducing offseason workouts
and minicamps, and the parameters for drug testing are close to
being resolved and not seen as
major roadblocks.
Boylan has ordered the two
sides to meet before him in
Minneapolis on July 19. He also
made it clear that both sides should
continue their own sessions in the
interim “in an effort to define and
narrow the differences between
their respective settlement
positions.”
He also ordered lawyers from
both sides to be ready to meet with
him on the evening of July 18 for
an “in-person agenda-setting
session” that presumably would
set the stage for productive talks
the following day.
The owners have a labor
meeting scheduled for July 21 in
Atlanta.

Beckham And
Donovan Headline
MLS All-Star Team
NEW YORK (AP) David Beckham has been
selected for the Major League
Soccer All-Star team to play
against his former club
Manchester United later this
month.
Beckham and Landon
Donovan were among the four
Los Angeles Galaxy players
selected for the MLS squad,
while Thierry Henry was

among three New York Red
Bulls included.
The league announced the
results of the voting by fans
on Sunday for the July 27
game against the English
Premier League giant at Red
Bull Arena.
MLS Commissioner Don
Garber will make two more
picks and the complete squad
will be announced July 18.
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STATE & NATIONAL NEWS
What’s New And Special In
Florida This Summer
TA L L A H A S S E E –
Summertime 2011 is rich with
new attractions, activities,
accommodations and seasonal
values that make summer travel
irresistible. Here is a sampler
that only begins to explore the
many opportunities. For additional information, including
current vacation deals, go to
www.visitflorida.com. Get in on
the conversation about travel in
Florida at VISIT FLORIDA’s
Facebook page and Twitter
feed. And have a look at what’s
happening right now at destinations around Florida by visiting
Florida Live.
FISHING – Florida is the
Fishing Capital of the World,
with vacation opportunities for
fishing experts and for the
whole family. See the new visitflorida.com/ fishing website,
listing fishing hot spots, daily
reports from fishing captains
around the state, and “Insider”
tips from VISIT FLORIDA’s
fishing expert.
TRAILS – Find summer
news about Florida’s awardwinning hiking, biking,
paddling and horseback trails at
VISITFLORIDA.com/trails,
your guide to thousands of
miles of beautiful trails such as
the Great Calusa Blueway, the
Apalachicola River System, and
the Florida Keys Overseas
Heritage Trail.
TAMPA - Busch Gardens
presents its new and one-of-akind Cheetah Hunt high-speed
launch coaster – sending riders
flying at 60 mph and plunging
from peaks 10 stories high—
and its Cheetah Run animale n c o unter s habita t, where
visitors can view cheetahs from
elevated, glass-paneled areas.
Trainers will lead the cheetahs
in daily sprints to demonstrate
the world’s fastest land animal
in action. Visit www.buschgardens.com/bgt/buschgardens2011.aspx
ORLANDO - The new
Grand Reef at Discovery Cove
is an all-inclusive tropical
retreat in the heart of Orlando
w h e re gues ts s wim with
dolphins, hand-feed exotic birds
in a free-flight aviary and relax
on pristine beaches. The all-new
saltwater reef is filled with
thousands of tropical fish in
water depths suitable for
wading or for snorkeling.

www.discoverycove.com/grand
reef.aspx
JACKSONVILLE — Visit
the new Bryan Gooding
Planetarium at the Museum of
Science and History and and
enjoy a “cosmic concert” there.
This amazing planetarium is the
next generation of planetarium
technology and the first of its
kind in Florida. moshplanetarium.org/%3Cfront%3E
FORT LAUDERDALE –
The Museum of Discovery and
Science presents Animation, an
exhibit exploring how art, math,
science, and technology come
together in the exciting world of
animation. Visitors explore the
process from storyboarding,
character design, and drawing
tec hnique s t o m o v em en t ,
timing, filming, and sound.
Larger-than-life graphics of
popular Cartoon Network chara cters provi d e a co l o rfu l
backdrop. The exhibit also
e xplore s th e h i s t o ry o f
a nima tion an d feat u res a
screening room and a cartoon
museum. An i m at i o n was
developed b y t h e Oreg o n
Museum of S ci en ce an d
Industry in collaboration with
Cartoon Network.
h t t p : / / m o d s . o r g /
exhibits/animation.htm
DAYTONA BEACH – The
Museum of Arts & Sciences
new Visible Storage Wing
displays 4,400-square-feet of
stored works from the
museum’s collection, such as
important art and artifacts not
currently on exhibition. Also,
the muse um i s ex h i b i t i n g
paintings by naturalist John
James Audubon and its 13-foottall skeleton of a giant ground
sloth. www.moas.org/
ST. AUGUSTINE – In its
first summer since opening, the
popular St. Augustine Pirate &
Treasure Museum is exhibiting
real shipwreck treasures on loan
from the Florida Division of
Historical Resources, including
18th century barshot and
grenades that took down many a
mast with their spinning fury, as
well as gold, silver, intricate
jewelry, weaponry, and pottery.
thepiratemuseum.com/
ORLANDO – Florida
EcoSafaris Park at Forever
Florida in St. Cloud, an hour
southeast of Orlando, presents
“SkyCycle,” a new way to look

at nature, opening in July. The
Cypress SkyCycle places riders
on a cable bike running over and
through a mile’s length of the
nature preserve, with excellent
views of its inhabitants.
www.floridaecosafaris.com/Cy
pressSkyCycle/
ST. AUGUSTINE – Zipline over live alligators from
high above on the new
Crocodile Crossing zip-line
th ro u g h t h e S t . Au g u s t i n e
Alligator Farm. www.alligatorfarm.us/
CLEARWATER – “Dolphin
Tale,” debuting in September, is
a star-studded feature-length
film about an injured dolphin
and efforts by the Clearwater
Marine Aquarium to rehabilitate
her. The film stars “Winter,” the
actual dolphin at the heart of the
story, along with Morgan
Freeman, Ashley Judd, Harry
Connick,
Jr.,
and
Kris
K r i s t o f f e r s o n .
www.seewinter.com/
As the state’s number one
industry, tourism was responsible in 2010 for welcoming more
than 82.6 million visitors, who
spent more than $60 billion,
generating 22 percent of the
state’s sales tax revenue and
employing nearly 1 million
Floridians. For every $1 spent
on tourism marketing, Visit
Florida – the state’s official
tourism marketing corporation
– generates more than $147 in
tourism spending and $9 in new
sales tax collections, paid by
visitors, not residents. VISIT
FLORIDA promotes tourism to
Florida through sales, advertisi n g , p ro m o t i o n s , p u b l i c
relations, new product developmen t an d v i s i t o r s erv i ces
programs. As a public/private
partnership, Visit Florida serves
more than 10,000 tourism
industry businesses, including
nearly 3,000 invested Partners,
more than 7,000 web affiliates
and major strategic alliance
p art n ers h i p s wi t h Ai rTran
Airways, American Express
Travel Related Services, Disney
Destinations, Dollar Rent A Car,
The Hertz Corporation,
S e a Wo r l d P a r k s &
Entertainment and Universal
Orlando. To learn more about
VIS IT F L OR IDA, g o t o
www.VISITFLORIDA.org or
follow our corporate blog at
www.sunshinematters.org.

Michigan Appeals Court
Overturns Ban On Affirmative
Action In College Admissions
D E T R O I T
(TriceEdneyWire.com) - A
federal appeals court has overturned a Michigan law that
banned the consideration of
race and gender in college
admissions. The court ruled
June 29 that the ban was a constitutional violation and placed
unfair burdens on racial and
gender minorities.
The 2-1 decison in the 6th

U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals
overturned the law, approved by
voters in 2006. By placing an
unfair burden on women and
people of color, it violates the
Equal Protection Clause in the
14th Amendment of the U. S.
C onstitution , t h e d eci s i o n
states.
The overturn re-opens longheld national debates over the
merits of affirmative action in

order to achieve an equal
balance of qualified women and
raci al m i n o ri t i es i n t h e
cl as s ro o m . M i ch i g an wi l l
appeal the decision. Other states
have similar bans, including
Arizona, California, Nebraska
and Washington state. However
the June 29 decision only
affects states in the 6th circuit
jurisdiction, which includes
Kentucky, Ohio and Tennessee.

We Welcome Your
Letters To The Editor

What If Casey Anthony Had
Been Hispanic, Asian, Or Black?
WA S H I N G T O N (TriceEdneyWire.com) - The
media’s obsession with the Casey
Anthony murder trial has brought
attention to an unspoken and significant question: If Casey’s
daughter had been Black, Hispanic
or Asian, would the case have
garnered as much attention?
Known as “tot mom” by
HLN’s host Nancy Grace,
Anthony was acquitted July 5 of a
first-degree murder charge, which
left viewers across the country
puzzled and angry that no one had
been held responsible for the death
of two-year-old Caylee Anthony.
The International Business
Times (IBT) was shocked that the
Anthony trial drew as much
attention as it did because significant elements that attract spectators
were not there.
Anthony lacked “wealth,
celebrity and good looks,” which
are qualities the tabloid media
craves, according to IBT. The site
called Caylee an “adorable child”
and her mother “plain-looking.”
“They didn’t appear to be an
affluent family, though not exactly
poor either,” IBTstated. “Overall, it
seems to be an ordinary, mundane
(white) American family in which

an unspeakable crime has
occurred.”
IBM said a similar case
involving beauty queen JonBenet
Ramsey in the 1990s had the
elements on which mainstream
media thrives.
“That tale had virtually everything a tawdry tabloid market
demanded – a horrifying murder of
an innocent child; attractive
wealthy parents (including an exbeauty queen mother and millionaire businessman father)…,” the
news agency stated.
“Oh, and they were white.”
David Hazinski, a former
NBC News correspondent who
teaches broadcast journalism at the
University of Georgia, said the
media disproportionately covers
other races in missing person’s
cases.
“When was the last time you
heard something about a 23-yearold black female who was missing
o n N B C o r ‘ Wo r l d N e w s
Tonight’?” Hazinski asked
MSNBC.com.
Instead of race, gender may be
the reason for the heavy coverage
of the Anthony trial, according to
Roy Peter Clark, vice president of
the Poynter Institute for Media

Studies in St. Petersburg, Fla.
“There are several common
threads,” Clark told MSNBC.com.
“The victims that get the most
coverage are female rather than
male. They are white, in general,
rather than young people of color.
They are at least middle class, if not
upper middle class.”
Clark said the media’s
coverage of cases reflects how
society views different races, sexes.
“In many, many cities going
back 50, 75 years or more, journalists would refer to ‘good murders’
and ‘bad murders,’” Clark said.
When covering police stories,
Clark said there is “this perverted,
racist view of the world. white is
good; black is bad. Blonde is good;
dark is bad. Young is good; old is
bad. And I think we can find
versions of this story going back to
the tabloid wars of more than a
hundred years ago.”
Anthony was acquitted of the
murder charges but was sentenced
to four years in prison for lying to
police officers during the case.
With time already served in jail
while awaiting the murder trial and
good behavior while incarcerated,
she is expected to be released July
17.

Casey Anthony Judge:
Next Judge Mathis?
WASHINGTON, D.C.Throughout the media circus that
surrounded the murder trial of
Casey Anthony, Judge Belvin
Perry is the one person that many
claim brought dignity to the proceedings. Now, the Tuskegee
University grad is thought of as a
star in the legal field.
Several gossip websites are
reporting that Perry is in line for his
own TV court show in the mold of
“Judge Mathis,” a reality show
broadcast nationally.
“He’s been on the bench since
the late 80’s and has presided over
several high profile cases so his
résumé is TV cred-ready,” “Cult of
Celebrity” author, Cooper
Lawrence told PopEater.com of
Perry. “But the real draw is that he

doesn’t like shenanigans going on
in his courtroom.
Perry was praised for how he
handled many things in the case,
including the attorneys, whose
bickering in the closing arguments
caused him to clear the courtroom.
When the recess was
concluded, reports say Perry told
the attorneys; “if it happens again,
the remedy will be exclusion of that
attorney from further representation at these proceedings. Enough
is enough.”
Perry, who got his bachelor’s
and master’s degrees from
Tuskegee, has the distinction of
being one of Orlando’s first black
police officers. Perry resigned
from the police force in 1976 and a
year later obtained his law degree

from Texas Southern University.
In 1989, Perry was named
Circuit Judge in Osceola County,
FL and was elevated to
Administrative Circuit Court Judge
two years later. In 1992, he
became Circuit Judge for Orange
County, Florida’s criminal court
and served in that position for three
years. Since 1995, Perry has been
the chief judge for Florida’s Ninth
Judicial Circuit, which includes
Osceola and Orange counties,
except for two years between
1999-2001 when he was Circuit
Judge in Orange County.
Perry currently is a member of
the Texas, Florida, and Orange
County Bar Associations as well as
a member of the Trial Court
Budget Commission.

Violence Increasing
Among Young Women
BY REBECCANUTTALL
SPECIALTO THE NNPA
FROM NEW PITTSBURGH
COURIER
PITTSBURGH - Last year in
Allegheny County, 242 women
were arrested. Though men often
play a role in the stories of crime
and violence across the city,
women are increasingly becoming
key players.
At The Symposium on
Reducing Youth Violence in midJune, attendees heard from Erica
Gay-Fields, director of administration and the Sisterhood Initiative of
One Vision One Life, who shared
her own shocking history with
violence. By focusing on the evergrowing problem of violence
among young women, OVOL is
addressing a segment of society
long ignored by the juvenile justice
system.
“Ladies, we are not excluded
from jail or death,” Gay-Fields
said. “Why do women engage in
crime and violence? It can be
because of low socio-economic
status, lack of education, and the
media (hip-hop videos). The main

reason is to keep a particular
lifestyle.”
Through her work with the
Sisterhood Initiative, Gay-Fields
strives to empower young women,
encourage personal growth and
foster positive relationships
between females. Since its
inception, the program has played a
key role in mediating conflicts
between girls in local schools and
neighborhoods, much in the same
way OVOL staff have mediated
conflicts between rival gangs.
“So how do we help, through
programs such as One Vision One
Life with women on staff who
have had similar experiences.
These women can assist females
ages 12 and up with getting their
life together and helping to prevent
future violence,” Gay-Fields said.
“We can stop the violence today.
You can be someone’s angel.”
Gay-Fields listed materialistic
wealth as one of the main reasons
women engage in crime and
violence. However, when they are
led into this lifestyle by their
partners she said low self-esteem is
the deciding factor.
“When we engage with these

young women, come down to their
level and talk to them. We don’t tell
these young women how
wonderful they are and how proud
of them we are,” Gay-Fields said.
“We need to make sure children
remain children. Each and every
day, I encourage them to be all they
could be.”
Before revealing herself as the
leading lady in her story, GayFields exposed the audience to her
life as the wife of a drug dealer.
“So what do we do as women,
we accept that there is a shortage of
African-American men and we
share them with other women,”
Gay-Fields said. “Because a large
portion of our men are in jail or
dead, it’s affecting us and our
children.”
Several years later, Gay-Fields
is working to earn her masters
degree and has seen her children go
on to strive toward their own
degrees in higher education as well.
The two-day symposium was
presented by the Pittsburgh
Psychoanalytic Center in conjunction with Manchester Bidwell
Corp. It was held at the Manchester
Bidwell Corp.
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

First Baptist Institutional Church

Email: info@mzprogressive.org Website: www.mzprogressive.org

3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-323-7518

Sunday Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School...................................................................9:00 a.m.
Wednesday Mid-Day Bible Study..........................Noon - 12:30 p.m.
Wednesday Prayer Service.................................................6:00 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study .....................................................6:30 p.m.
Youth Chapel Services - 921 20th Street South
2nd & 4th Sunday Worship Services ................................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer ............................................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study ........................................................................6:30 p.m.

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

Mission Statement:
Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

If you are brokenhearted in spirit, unable to forgive, dealing with issues
of love, anger, deception, betrayal, lied and cheated, and kicked to the curb. Tune into this weekly
broadcast for an empowering and anointed word thru God’s Radio Angel and messenger.

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

Princess Denise Wright
Radio Host /
TV Personality

Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

REV. DR. WAYNE G. THOMPSON,
PASTOR

Need Prayer: Call Matters of the Heart Unity Prayer Line ( Mon-Wed-Fri)
5:30 AM- 6:30 AM (ph# 1-641-715-3200) access code: 135478 ( hit # sign)
Sunday Radio Broadcast: WNQM-1300AM ( Nashville, TN. ) 11:45 AM - 12:00 PM
Live streaming audio ( www.wwcr.com) click WNQM
Thursday Nights: 9:15 PM - 9:30 PM ( EST)
Universal Christian Radio: www.universalchristianradio.com
Saturdays: 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM ( EST) Matters of the Heart Radio & Connecting Point
Ministries, Pastor Kisha Jordan, Radio Ministry Jackie Mc Gee
( Love, Joy, Peace & Holy Spirit Radio Ministry)

Email: princessdenise.8818@yahoo.com•727-289-2475 (bus)
www.mattersoftheheartministry.org

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

“Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” Psalms 51:10

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church
1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Victory Christian Center Church

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH
Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

United for Christ

10th Street Church Of God

Freewill Baptist Church

207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

(727) 898-9407
Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

Friendship
3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday School. ..............................................9:30 a.m.

727-258-4993
www.ufcfbaptistchurch.org

Wednesday Night Bible Study ......................7:00 p.m.
Sunday School ............................................. 9:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service .............................11:00 a.m.

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

Missionary Baptist Church

Sunday................7:45 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. Worship

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

4116 34th Street South
Pinch A Penny Plaza
St. Petersburg, Florida 33711

912 3rd Avenue N., St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089
Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving

Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 p.m. Prayer and Bible Study

Thursday..........7 p.m. Youth Enrichment - Awana

“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

REV. BRYANT A. FAYSON, PASTOR
Sunday Church School -------------9:10 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service ----------11:00 a.m.
WMS "The Gathering----1st Thurs. each month 11:45 a.m.
12 Noon Wed. Bible Study • 7 pm Tue. Bible Study
"Come for an uplifting spiritual experience
at historic Bethel AME, the oldest
African-American Church in St. Pete."

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006

SERVICES
Bro. Robert Smith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday

Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday

Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Thursday

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

PLACE YOUR
CHURCH DIRECTORY
AD HERE!!
CALL 727-896-2922
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CHURCH DIRECTORY
ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org
Schedule of Services

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

THE ROCK

OF

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Saints of Prayer each Monday ...............................12:00 Noon
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

Van service is available by calling: (727) 327-0015
THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida
Rev. Brian K. Brown

By The Word of Faith Church Inc.
558 28th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-328-0788 • Fax: 727-328-8460

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Service Times and Schedules
EVERY TUESDAY-THURSDAY FROM 10 AM - 2 PM
COME AND GET A BAG OF FOOD ONCE A MONTH

Bishop Willie C. Sands
Evangelist Patricia Sands

Wednesday Night 7:00 p.m. Empowerment Service
3rd and 4th Sunday 9:00 a.m. New Members Class
Sunday Morning 9:00 Sunday School
Sunday Morning Service 10:00
Nursery Available and Children Ministry!!!

Sunday Worship Service.........10:15 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church
“Impact the world by equipping
believers to reach the lost with the
gospel of Jesus Christ.”
SAVE THE DATE! You
don’t want to miss our August
26-27 Women’s Conference “Being Fully Persuaded in
Holiness as Women of God” held at our church. Dr. Sheila
M. Bailey, wife of the late Dr. E.
K. Bailey, is our speaker. She is
an inspirational speaker on
issues that focus on women and
the family. Her poignant style

will hold the attention and
respect of any audience.
Additionally,
Dr.
Julia
McMillan, Senior Pastor of New
Dawn Restoration Church
(Tampa), and Minister Natasha
Williams (St. Petersburg) will
also be part of this dynamic
women’s conference.
FMI:
info@mzprogressive.org
Sunday, July 31: Our 9am
Sunday School, and our 10am
Worship Service, will be the
ONLY services held due to

Family Connection Sunday.
Casual Sundays (JuneAugust) are back! However, in
reverence and respect of God’s
House, we do ask for modesty in
apparel.
Join us Saturdays 9-10 a.m.
for our Electric Slide Cardio
Class in our 3rd Floor Gym. All
fitness levels are welcome!
Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church,
955 20th St. S. Phone: 727-8944311. www.mzprogressive.org.

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church is a Family of believers in
Christ, reaching out to the world,
preaching the gospel to the unsaved
and teaching the saved to serve by
demonstrating the Love of Christ.
Journey in Peace Seminar – The
Bereavement Ministry will host an
important bereavement seminar
focusing on topics such as, burial
expenses, cremation and the journey
process Saturday, July 23, at 10 a.m.
This seminar is sponsored by Smith’s
Funeral Home. Please contact Sister
Bernice Huntley, Director at 727-8942266.
Friendship is excited to announce
that all children are invited to our
Vacation Bible School. Give your
child a new passion for God’s Word

and for Jesus! VBS – July 25-28, each
night at 7. The VBS staff looks
forward to your child being a part of
the awesome activities that help faith
flow into real life. Theme: Faithbook.
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., Pastor.
Minister S.P. Saulsby, Dean of
Christian Education Ministry.
How would you like to be a part of
an enthusiastic ministry that loves
making joyful noises unto the Lord?
The Employee Relations Ministry of
FMBC, Inc. is now accepting applications for the Assistant Minister
of Music/Organist. Interested?
You might be the person we are on the
lookout for. But that’s not all. You
need to posses the ability to read
music, musically trained or hold a
degree in music (preferred). Please
contact FBMC Office if interested:
727-906-8300.
Have you found the key? If you’re

looking for the key to happiness or
heaven, you’ll find it through Jesus
Christ. Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., and
Friendship welcome you to open our
doors. Friendships’Morning Services
starts at 7:45 and 10:45. Sunday
School begins at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer still works for the glory of
God. Come join us each Wednesday
for Noonday Bible Study or each
Wednesday night at 7 as we study the
Book of Hebrews, Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., facilitator.
The Youth Enrichment – Awana
curriculum convenes on Thursday
nights, at 7. First Lady Teresa Evans,
director of Youth Ministry.
Friendship is located at 3300 31st
Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
33712. Our telephone number is 727906-8300. Don’t forget to visit our
website:www.fmbctheship.org.
God Bless You – The Ship!

Bethel African Methodist
Episcopal Church
Join Bethel for a weekend of
power.
Bethel is preparing for the
8th Annual Empowerment
Conference Weekend, July 29,
30 and 31. The theme is
Embrace God's Gift of Power"
The weekend begins with the
Torch Award Banquet, Friday
night at 7 and will honor 7
community warriors. Charley
Williams, Presiding Elder

Jimmie
B.
Keel, Marion
Church,
Mary
Clowers,
McKinley Hayward, Thomas
"Jet" Jackson and Wyvonnia
McGee. The Dynamic team of
presenters include Rev. Dr.
Victoria Martin-Banks, Rev.
Patricia Nelson, Rev. Keturah
Pittman, Minister Clarence
Green, Rev. Byrant A. Fayson
and William E. Packer, Jr.
There will be sessions for men,

women and youth.
Saturday
morning opens
with continential breakfast at
8:30 and the conference is
from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m., lunch is
included. The weekend culminates with Sunday worship
service at 11 a.m. Rev. Cathy
Fayson-Johnson of St. James
AME Church of Progress
Village in Tampa will deliver
the message.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown,
official staff of deacons
and trustees, and the entire congregation extend to the
community at large, this wish
for an overflowing of God’s
blessings upon their lives. St.
Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its
central theme, a belief that we
are a haven of hope, help, and
healing for a world hungering
for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St.
Mark, we are Christians willing
to work and partner in unity,
praising God for His awesome
gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Events for July
Jul 16 - Women’s Bible
Study at 4 p.m. Join us as we

continue our study of “The
Power of a Praying Woman”
July 18-24 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Convention
and Youth Convention
July 27-30 - Congress No. 2
will be hosted at St. Mark
Also at St. Mark …
Sunday School is held for
both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m.
Members and the general
public are invited to study the
Bible with us and learn “What
Baptist Believe.”
Children
and
Youth
Ministry Meetings are held
every Monday at 6 p.m.
Children in the community are

welcome to join us.
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study).
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday
at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Thursday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Thursday at 7 p.m.
St. Mark Computer Lab and
Computer Class Hours:
Computer Lab Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday only
(4-6 p.m.) Saturday Mornings
10 a.m. -12 p.m.
Computer Class Hours:
Tuesday and Thursday
only 6-7 p.m. Saturday
Mornings 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Church News due by 4:00 p.m.
on Monday of each week

ADVERTISE YOUR
CH URCH EVENT
CALL

F O R A Q U OT E :

727-896-2922
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Imagine School at St. Petersburg
1950 1st Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713
Phone: (727) 821-7100 • Fax: (727) 821-7171
Angela M. Prince, Principal

Go StingRAYS!

A Pinellas County School of Choice

Tuition-Free Charter School
Now enrolling grades Pre-K through 8th
for 2011-2012 school year. Please join us for our

OPEN HOUSE
and receive a personalized tour of our school, meet our teachers and attend a Q & A Session

JULY 16, 2011
10:00 A.M. – 2:00 P.M.
Light refreshments will be served
Learn more about the many qualities of Imagine School:

Fundamental Values
Uniforms Required
Project CHILD
In addition to receiving a passing grade, there have been many great
changes at Imagine School at St Petersburg during the past year.
Please visit our website at www.imagineschoolsstpetersburg.com,
or give us a call 727-821-7100 to get all of the exciting news!

Music and Art Enrichment
Technology Instruction
Character Education

Sports
Extra Curricular Activities
Summer Programs

Bring this ad to receive a uniform shirt upon completed enrollment and acceptance!

For more information or to schedule a tour, please call 727-821-7100
or visit our website at www.imagineschoolsstpetersburg.com

